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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Arguments 

1 . In view of the finding of new prior art, the final rejection dated Jan. 19, 2006 is 
with drawn, prosecution is reopened, as new grounds of rejections are made. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

2. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

3. Claims 1 , 6-1 3, 1 8, 23-27, 29, 31 -32, 34, 37, 40-44 are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and 
distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as the invention. Claim 1 
recites the limitation " a first upstream filter/amplifier element coupled to the plurality of 
upstream complex impedances via a first switch" in lines 6-7. It is unclear whether the 
term "/" used above indicates "and" or "alternative". A similar thing holds for claims 6- 
13, 18, 23-27, 29, 31-32, 34, 37 and 40-44. For this Office action, Examiner assumes T 
to be "alternative". 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1 ) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
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applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

5. Claims 1 8-25 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Mukherjee [US 6,226,322 B1]. 

Regarding claim 18, Mukherjee teaches a method for improving transmission of 
DSL signals over a local loop shown in Figs. 1-4 [col. 10, lines 41-63], comprising the 
steps of: 

configuring a loop extender [col. 2, lines 10-28] with: 

a plurality of upstream complex impedances comprising elements, capacitor C89, 
resistors RIX, RI1, RI2 and RI3 wherein selecting a combination of switches S12', S23' 
and S3X' yields a plurality of complex impedances coupled in parallel [Figs. 1, 4, 8; col. 
18, line 13 to col. 19, line 37; col. 17, line 18 to col. 18, line 12]; 

a plurality of downstream complex impedances comprising resistor Ri1 , a 
variable resistor Rs1 and capacitor Cs1 wherein selecting different values of Rf1 yields 
a plurality of complex impedances coupled in parallel [Figs. 1, 10, 13; col. 26, line 59 to 
col. 28, line 15]; 

a plurality of upstream amplifying elements comprising amplifier 90, resistors R1 , 
R2, R3, RX wherein selecting a combination of switches S12, S23, S3X yields a 
plurality of amplifying elements coupled in parallel and coupled in series with the 
plurality of upstream complex impedances [Figs. 1, 4, 8; col. 18, line 13 to col. 19, line 
37]; and 
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a plurality of downstream amplifying elements comprising amplifier (111), 
capacitor Cf1 and a variable resistor Rf1 wherein selecting different values of the 
variable resistor Rf1 yields a plurality of amplifying elements coupled in parallel and 
coupled in series with the plurality of downstream complex impedances [Figs. 10, 13; 
col. 26, line 59 to col. 28, line 15]. 

Regarding claims 19-25, the limitations are shown above. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

6. The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can 
be found in a prior Office action. 

7. Claims 1-9 and 44-45 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Mukherjee [US 6,226,322 B1]. 

Regarding claim 1 , Mukherjee further teaches a system for improving 
transmission of DSL signals over a local loop, the system comprising: 

a loop extender capacitively coupled to the local loop using capacitor C89 [Fig. 

8]; 

a plurality of upstream complex impedances comprising elements, capacitor C89, 
resistors RIX, RI1, RI2 and RI3 wherein selecting a combination of switches S12', S23' 
and S3X' yields a plurality of complex impedances coupled in parallel [Figs. 1 , 4, 8; col. 
18, line 13 to col. 19, line 37]; 
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a plurality of downstream complex impedances comprising resistor Ri1, a 
variable resistor Rs1 and capacitor Cs1 wherein selecting different values of Rf1 yields 
a plurality of complex impedances coupled in parallel [Figs. 1, 10, 13; col. 26, line 59 to 
col. 28, line 15]; 

a plurality of upstream amplifying elements comprising amplifier 90, resistors R1 , 
R2, R3, RX wherein selecting a combination of switches S12, S23, S3X yields a 
plurality of amplifying elements coupled in parallel and coupled in series with the 
plurality of upstream complex impedances [Figs. 1 , 4, 8; col. 18, line 13 to col. 19, line 
37]; and 

a plurality of downstream amplifying elements comprising amplifier (111), 
capacitor Cf1 and a variable resistor Rf1 wherein selecting different values of the 
variable resistor Rf1 yields a plurality of amplifying elements coupled in parallel and 
coupled in series with the plurality of downstream complex impedances [Figs. 10, 13; 
col. 26, line 59 to col. 28, line 15]. 

Although Mukherjee teaches coupling a first upstream amplifying element (54C) 
in series with the plurality of upstream complex impedances (56) [Figs. 1 , 4, 8], he does 
not teach expressly using a first switch to connect the first upstream amplifying element 
to the plurality of upstream complex impedances. 

At the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary 
skill in the art to use a switch, called a first switch, in order to selectively connect the 
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first upstream amplifying element to the plurality of upstream complex impedances to 
facilitate the selection of impedances. Similarly, a second switch is applied to select one 
of the downstream impedances . 

Regarding claims 2-6, the limitations are shown above. 

Regarding claim 7-9, although Mukherjee does not teach expressly using fourth 
and fifth switches, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art, at 
the time of the invention, to use a switch, called a third switch, in order to select one of 
the upstream amplifying elements to facilitate the selection of amplifying elements to 
provide upstream DSL signal amplification. Similarly, a fourth switch is applied to select 
one of the downstream amplifying elements. 

Regarding claim 44, Mukherjee teaches a method for improving transmission of 
DSL signals over a local loop, comprising the steps of: 

transmitting control signals and DSL signals over the local loop [Fig. 1 ; col. 3, line 
61 to col. 4, line 12; col. 5, line 12 to col. 6, line 9; col. 8, lines 18-65]; 

providing DSL signal amplification via selectable line termination and equalization 
(SLTE) DSL amplification circuitry coupled to the local loop [Figs. 2-7; col. 23, line 18 to 
col. 24, line 35; Fig. 12; col. 26, lines 33-58]; 

receiving the control signals via a control unit (digital transceiver 13) coupled to 
the local loop and processing the control signals [Figs. 1-3; col. 9, lines 26-67]; 
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selecting SLTE DSL amplification circuitry switch states in accordance with the 
processed control signals; selecting SLTE DSL amplification circuitry switch states in 
accordance with the processed sampled DSL signals to improve SLTE DSL 
amplification circuitry performance; uncoupling SLTE DSL amplification circuitry [Fig. 5] 
from the local loop in accordance with the processed control signals [Figs. 5-6; col. 1 1 , 
line 19 to col. 12, line 45; col. 23, lines 18-39 ]. 

Mukherjee does not teach expressly sampling digital signals within DSL 
amplification circuitry. 

Since Mukherjee teaches the system where sampling is required [ Figs. 4, 5, 
10, 16; col. 12, lines 23-67; col. 29, lines 13-59], it would have been obvious to a 
person of ordinary skill in the art to do sampling of DSL signals within the SLTE DSL 
amplification circuitry and processing the sampled DSL signals in order to reduce the 
memory requirement for processing. 

Claim 45 is essentially similar to claim 44 and is rejected for the reasons stated 

above. 

8. Claims 10, 26 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Mukherjee as applied to claim 25 above. 
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Regarding claim 10, although Mukherjee teaches the system, wherein the 
selection of one of the plurality of amplifying elements is based upon the particular 
characteristics of a subscriber loop [col. 19, lines 27-34], it would have been obvious to 
a person of ordinary skill in the art to use the loop length as one of the characteristics 
of the loop to select one of the amplifying elements to improve the implementation of 
impedance matching [Mukherjee: col. 19, lines 35-37]. 

Claim 26 is essentially similar to claim 10 and is rejected for the reasons stated 

above. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

9. Claims 31 -43 are allowable. 

1 0. Claims 11-17, 27-30 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base 
claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Ramnandan Singh whose telephone number is (571) 
272-7529. The examiner can normally be reached on M-TH (8:00-5:30). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Fan Tsang can be reached on (571 ) 272-7547. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Ramnandan Singh 
Examiner 
Art Unit 2614 
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